PART 1

Shacia Payne:	00:00	Hello.
Buju Banton:	00:00	Hey! What's up, Shabba, We already know this our group, yeah.
Drew Byrd:	00:12	Buju, what up, man?
Buju Banton:	00:14	Well, I take it easy. What's going on, guys?
Drew Byrd:	00:16	Man, just trying to-
Buju Banton:	00:18	What's up? What's going on, girl?
Shacia Payne:	00:19	I'm here.
Buju Banton:	00:23	All right. It's all good, though. First of all, I want to say to you guys, I think you're doing a tremendous thing, man. I mean, since I was in the pen, I was hearing about this Shabba, Shabba, Shabba, and then I came out, and I started getting video clips of what you guys are doing. You guys got a good thing going on. I just hope you guys get to continue after this, yeah? Eventually.
DJ Sean G:	00:39	Man, thank you so much.
Drew Byrd:	00:40	Man. That means a lot.
Buju Banton:	00:41	Yeah, man. I'm another fox and I play a Buju. You guys have been playing Buju before I even gave you a Buju.
Drew Byrd:	00:47	Yeah. Appreciate that, man. It means a lot to us, really. Well I mean, yeah, let's get this started.
Buju Banton:	00:54	Yes, all right.
DJ Sean G:	00:55	The first question, we don't have to harp on it too long, but just with the coronavirus, it's such a global thing where every corner of the globe is affected. Nobody's getting away from it.
Buju Banton:	01:07	You think so? Who told you that?
DJ Sean G:	01:08	The news. CNN.
DJ Sean G:	01:10	Yeah, yeah, yeah. But yeah, we were just curious, first and foremost, how you're doing out there and just how things are in Jamaica.
Buju Banton:	01:17	Well, in this area, we're doing great. For sure, I'm not trying to discredit what you're saying. There's evidently something going on out there. There's evidently something going on in the air out there, but there's something else going on out there as well. So I mean, everything danger, everything and everything is everything. I just want to message them to stay calm. No situation lasts forever. But ironically, what I find strange is the appetite this particular virus have for celebrities and people in high positions. It's alarming to me. You know what I mean?
Drew Byrd:	01:53	Well, do you want to get into why you think that might be, or?
Buju Banton:	01:58	I can't get into it because I don't know why it might be, but I find it really eerie and scary, the level of paranoia I've seen being pushed by people who should be affluent, so to speak. Yet the masses are there who are really suffering, and you don't find that level of hysteria coming from them. So, they were there in great fear and no fear was unless they know something that we don't know. But then again, that's just my theory.
Shacia Payne:	02:40	All right, now we're going to talk more of the music then.
Buju Banton:	02:41	Yes, all right.
Shacia Payne:	02:41	Uncle Buju.
Buju Banton:	02:41	Yeah. Uh-oh. No, no need that now.
Shacia Payne:	02:41	Sorry, sorry, sorry. All right, Buju Banton, hey?
Buju Banton:	02:42	Yeah.
Shacia Payne:	02:43	How old were you when you did your first stage show?
Buju Banton:	02:46	I did my first song when I was 16 years old, which was actually a miracle. In 1986, I went into the studio with Clement Irie and we did a song with Robert French. I mean, on Robert French's label. My first time going into a major recording studio. And from there, I didn't look back.
Shacia Payne:	03:05	Don't look back, look forward.
Buju Banton:	03:06	Yes, all right. Walk and don't look back.
Shacia Payne:	03:09	I heard that. At which time did you get your first big bust?
Buju Banton:	03:14	Well, my exposure came after doing Stamina Daddy. Other people in the inner city started hearing about Buju Banton. But before that, I was always on the sound system. I used to be on Rumba sound system, Metro Media, Sweet Love owned by Flourgon. And in those days, wherever the music was, Kristal was on the sound system, I used to frequent also. Wherever the music was, you had to find it and try to make yourself be heard. It was not where music is prevalent and everyone is a producer. In those days, it was what you consider a niche market. So we kept on striving and kept on working harder, going from studio to studio. But also, in those days, to get inside of a studio, you had to become an errand boy. So you go to the shops, go buy people herb, go buy their lunch.
Shacia Payne:	04:07	Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. I can see that.
Drew Byrd:	04:09	For sure.
Buju Banton:	04:10	Until you're actually given an opportunity to go directly behind the microphone and show them what you got. So, that's pretty much the road coming up.
Shacia Payne:	04:21	Word up.
Drew Byrd:	04:21	So Buju, we all know that you a legend and you're a pioneer, obviously.
Buju Banton:	04:26	I am?
Drew Byrd:	04:26	Oh yeah, definitely.
Buju Banton:	04:28	I am just a man. I am just someone with a different point of view. No, I don't ascribe those titles to myself because my work is much more simpler than a lot of people think. I wouldn't say simple in terms of simplicity, but it's not a legendary thing. You understand? Other great men have come along and do what I've done. You know what I mean? And what they have done, let us analyze it. All they've done is spoke the truth from a place of peace, from a place that can resonate with other people internally on the same frequency spiritually.
Buju Banton:	05:01	I'm a servant, here to serve the masses, you understand? A huge difference. And as a servant, I am subjected to them. I'm their servant. They are my masters, the masses. And what they require from Buju Banton? They want the truth, and it's only the truth. So we give them it from a pure place, a place of peace, which it can resonate with them. Not a legend, not no superhuman. I don't like them false credit. And they see them worshiping some guy with a microphone, who turned out to be the worst nightmare. I'm not one of those dudes. I am a rebel, yes. Make no mistake. But not a legend hahaha.
Buju Banton:	05:40	If you notice, my album is called "Upside Down". It's my latest work. I want to bring you back to it because that's what we want to talk about, that too. Why do I choose a title "Upside Down"? Well, if I listen to a song with other brethrens of mine, they will say to me, this song is bad. I think the song is good. Most of the things that we talk about, we ascribe a negative connotation to it. Bad becomes good. Right becomes wrong. Innocence becomes guilt. Guilt become innocence, true become else. Real become fake. Up becomes down. And we accept it all. Yes, I've been in prison. That's not no fucking secret, but I've come out of prison, find a nation of people sleeping.
Shacia Payne:	06:25	Yeah.
Buju Banton:	06:26	Sleeping! So who has been in prison? Because the reality is ,I knew where I was and I knew where I am. We are just realizing that the world is in a bigger prison. You understand? But what did they say? They say reggae music, booguyaga music. They say these Rasta men, all they do is smoke marijuana, yes? And that's what you guys need to be smoking too, because all them drugs that they're giving you making you dumber than dumb. You understand?
Drew Byrd:	06:49	Yeah thats right.
Buju Banton:	06:49	And who benefit from all the drugs you are taking up there? The pharmaceutical companies? No. Who benefit from marijuana? The same pharmaceutical companies. We don't want to tell the people a lie. We have to tell the people the truth, and that is reggae music. That's why we don't get the mainstream appeal and the mainstream behind us, because our music is a music aimed at uplifting something inside of you, not outside of you. Realize what even Bob was telling them, what Peter was telling them. We have stopped listening to ourself because they told things they wrong us with. They taught us not to believe in ourselves, when we know the greatest belief is to believe in yourself, believe that you can and you will.
Buju Banton:	07:27	And they have taken away the connection that we have to the higher power. They're trying to block it. We have to reconnect. And when we reconnect, everything becomes seamless. Take this time. Look into what I'm saying. Calm your mind and allow the frequencies to change. The world is shifting. Here we are in Shabba, live. We don't know if this is going to be the new norm. We're just chilling, holding a good vibe. You know what I mean? I wish it was in the dance floor. We would put this whole mic and boast to all, (singing) Shabba. You don't know.
Shacia Payne:	08:06	Great!
Buju Banton:	08:10	Truly, we'll be onto the unruly. Now, Shabba, I'm going to dance and I'm going to play something for you now. Get ready.
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Buju Banton:	00:05	So God is good. I don't want to leave you with hope, man, you stay strong.
Shacia Payne:	00:08	All the time.
Buju Banton:	00:09	You stay strong all the time. Never lose hope. No situation is permanent. You know what I mean? This is going to be over very soon, but remember, do not look for things to be the same. And brace yourself for whatever might.
DJ Sean G:	00:23	100%.
Drew Byrd:	00:24	We appreciate that.
Buju Banton:	00:26	All right. Shabba.
Drew Byrd:	00:27	Buju, before we get out, can we touch on the album a little more?
Buju Banton:	00:30	Of course. Absolutely.
Drew Byrd:	00:31	What can we expect, the inspiration?
Buju Banton:	00:34	Well, you can expect a whole lot of stuff. I want to uplift the masses with my music. This album contains 20 tracks.
Shacia Payne:	00:41	20.
Buju Banton:	00:42	It's 2020. So 2020 equal a clear vision. So I'm trying to open the masses' eyes. Wherever Will is my offering, coming from a place of peace. No anger, no resent. Just peace. Because we have to be the change we seek. When I come from prison, they say I'm supposed to be bitter, I'm supposed to be mad at the enemy, then I wouldn't be more than enemy. I'll be worse than them because my father teach me first and foremost, forgive. And I forgive him because this battle is not mine. Touch not the Lord's anointed, and do his prophets no harm. It is written. I'm not saying that I am a prophet, but I am that I am that I am. You need to know. What I'm saying is this: bitterness and hatred does not work. Forgiveness works. Mercy works, empathy works, kindness works. Let's raise a frequency.
Buju Banton:	01:35	This album aims to do exactly that. We want to give you diverse music with different production quality, different themes, music for everyone. It's like a Petri dish of song. And to uplift, educate, and eradicate negativity from the minds of the people while entertaining you.
Buju Banton:	01:53	It has never changed. I've always been doing this. My work speak for itself. I've never deviated from the plot. It was pretty rough how I entered the industry, give thanks. But I am here. What have I done since I've come? Tried to move the needle along, tried to move the needle along, until I was interrupted. But God doesn't sleep. A brick is better than dead because I was barely alive, and it is good because now I can speak to my people from a position of strength, and in what I've seen and what was revealed to me. I am blessed to be here, to be here with you, to witness the unfolding of all things.
Buju Banton:	02:26	And what is unfolding? Everything is upside down. Like I said to you earlier, listen, if right is wrong and good is bad, what does that tell you? If justice... If justice is tyranny and innocence is guilt and guilt is innocent and fake is real and real is true. And black is blue and blue is red. Everything is upside down. The album, like I said, 20 different tracks. Songs ranging from dance song to world event, I deal with all kind of issue, some social issues to geopolitical issues to issue... Everything.
Shacia Payne:	03:14	Any new artists on the album that you worked with?
Buju Banton:	03:17	Working with? No, not necessarily new artists because I just come out, I don't want to really and truly go down that road as yet. We shall be working with people who are not known and try to give them the opportunity to have them voice heard, but this is our album that need to be done and had to be done. I've got so much things to say. So therefore here I come with love and not hatred.
Drew Byrd:	03:38	So Buju, one thing that we want to know is how does it make you feel to hear about DJ Crews and events like us?
Buju Banton:	03:49	I feel good to hear people embracing our culture. It's very good. But I always say to them, when you embrace reggae music, remember where it's coming from. It's coming from an island called Jamaica.
DJ Sean G:	04:01	Exactly.
Buju Banton:	04:02	And we're not saying to you give us anything, but you can attach yourself to a foundation where you're trying to remember the island, the genesis. So someone benefits besides yourself from your promulgation of reggae music, which came from the ghettos of the country. I always tell people that. Tap into something that I can give back to... that you'll stem from a point of view of paying homage to the great music that you are promulgating across the world and has brought great benefits to you. God Allah God Almighty say, "Whosoever do my work, and he shall be blessed."
Buju Banton:	04:34	Look inside yourself you, because he is within you. When they start looking out, they have you, they'll show you anything. I said, this is it. And we prove, too, because they spend years building up their library to show your proof on paper and documentation. Yes, but look with inside yourself and see what you find. So our work is that that, to open the eyes of men. With reggae music, to still yourself. Be calm. Nothing lasts forever. Be calm. This is six weeks. You're telling me that you cannot keep your ass square for six weeks.
DJ Sean G:	05:07	Hahaha I can't lie it's been tough. Buju I can't even front ya know?
Buju Banton:	05:07	The allure of the world is so captivating. You think of all the thing that you miss. But think about some of them. Is some of them really missing you, or are you the one missing them?
DJ Sean G:	05:27	Damn.
Buju Banton:	05:28	Go inside yourself. Calm down. Reset.
DJ Sean G:	05:31	Man, it's great to talk to you now.
Drew Byrd:	05:33	It's amazing.
Buju Banton:	05:34	It's a pleasure, man. Anytime juveniles. Shabba. You don't know.
Drew Byrd:	05:39	We really appreciate that. And for us, I know you said that you don't like to be seen as a legend or pioneer, but for us, we just want to speak from the Shabba Crew side, is that your influence is crazy.
Buju Banton:	05:51	I'm just a Servant my brethrens. A servant to you, a servant to all masses, yeah? All right. You take care and keep the light inside you burning. Let no one extinguish your fire. Ta[ inside your consciousness, it's rising. All of us consciousness is rising. It's rising, brothers. It's rising, sisters. People of the world, I love you all. I give to you peace and I give to you love. That's the only thing I can give you. The money is no good. It's nothing. All it does is divide us. Peace and love abides forever. Okay?
Buju Banton:	06:21	But my peace I share with you, brothers, sisters, I greet you with love. Goodness and mercy guide and protect you all. Go check out my new album, Upside Down. It's my only offering, coming from a quiet place, a good place, a peaceful place. Yes, one that I hope resonates well with you.
DJ Sean G:	06:38	What's the date for that, too, before we get out of here?
Buju Banton:	06:40	Well, we do not set a date because time and space is not in our control. But stay tuned for a number. Stay tuned for a number.
DJ Sean G:	06:49	The great Buju Banton.
Buju Banton:	06:52	Yes, your servant. Yes, your servant.
Drew Byrd:	06:55	Definitely. Upside Down coming out soon.
Buju Banton:	06:57	Respect. Yes, yes.

